


 
Test your smoke de-

tectors at least once a 
month. Push the test 

button or blow smoke 

into the detector.

 
Clean your detectors at 

least once a year. 
Vacuum out the dust.

 
Replace the battery every year. 
Better  yet, twice a year – when 

you change your clocks in the 
spring and fall.

   Replace the detector after  
ten years. 

For minimum protection, install a smoke detector outside of each bed-
room or sleeping area in your home. Better yet, install detectors on every 
level of your home. Keep your bedroom doors closed while you are asleep.  

Keep your smoke detectors properly maintained. Test them at least 
once every month to make sure they work. 

If your smoke detector sounds an alarm when no smoke is present, 
consult with the manufacturer or with your local fire department. If smoke 
from cooking causes the detector to sound an alarm, do not remove the 
batteries or disconnect the power source. Fan the smoke away from the de-
tector until the alarm stops. If this happens often, you may need  to move 
the detector or install a different type of detector.

Make sure you have a family escape plan. Have home fire drills sever-
al times per year. Be aware that children and elderly people may need spe-
cial assistance in the event of fire. When fire occurs, get out of the house 
and use a neighbor's telephone to call the fire department.
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INSTALLATION HINT:

The ceiling is the best location for your smoke 
detector, but detectors can be mounted on the 
wall, too. In all cases, stay at least four inches 
away from corners.

In wall-mounted installations, the bottom of 
the detector should be no more than twelve inches 
from the ceiling.
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